LUTHER BURBANK
1849-1926

This is the story of a man totally unlike the other
famous personages in this book. So far our heroes
have been great soldiers, politicians, inventors, travellers
or poets, but Luther Burbank was none of these. He
was, as a matter of fact, nothing more exciting than a
gardener. But what a gardener! In all the history of
the world there has never been another gardener like
Luther Burbank, who was so amazingly clever in his
chosen profession that people called him "the plant
wizard."

Luther was the thirteenth child of his parents, and
was born at Lancaster, Massachusetts, on March 7,
1849. Hk father was an employee in a machine-making
factory, and after Luther had received a good education
at the local schools, he entered the same factory to train
as an engineer. The boy was quite good at his work.
He had inherited his father's mechanical skill, but from
his mother, who came from farming stock, he also
inherited a love of the land and growing things.

So young Luther was pulled two ways. At the factory
he proved himself a good workman, but all his spare
time was spent in the garden or in the vinery of an uncle
who was a grape grower. Then, when he was eighteen,
something happened which was to decide the course of
his life. This was the publication of Darwin's book,
The Variation of Animals and Plants under Domestication.
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